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to employ your care towards the pushing on our business.
If you have success, it will reward your pains, and I will
take care that the clergy shall not be ignorant to whom
they are obliged.

I have always been of opinion that the Ministry have no
mind that we should have any militia In Ireland for the
ardour of the people to raise it, is not encouraged as it
would be if the Government heartily designed it,1 And yet
at this juncture it is of absolute necessity, since of the five
thousand men that were left of the army, above a thousand
are to be transported. If the Pretender had landed and our
forces sent to Scotland as they must have been we had
been in an ill taking having nothing to trust to but a militia
to be raised. I believe the providence of this disappoint-
oaeat is more than the generality are apprised of.

I take it for granted our Parliament will hold one session
more, for if that be not Intended, it had been nonsense to
continue It an hour. One thing there is remarkable that
such as made the greatest noise to procure the Papists to
be confined on the Invasion and quarrelled that they were
not more severely used, at last became bail for the most
obnoxious and dangerous amongst them.2

I find Sir Martin Marall's humour grows on me/ and
now my hand Is in I know not when to cease. I judge
others by myself, and being weary here I suppose you so
too before you come this far, and therefore I dismiss you
with the prayers of, Reverend Sir,

Yours, etc.

Mr, Swift.                                          W. D[UBLIN].

1  Cf. Fronde's opinion on this question (supra^ p. 81, n. i).

2  A considerable number of Roman Catholics in Ireland were de-
prived of their liberty when the invasion of the French was appre-
hended {supra^ p. 80, n. 3).   In an order dated 5 April, 1708, the Lords
Justices and Privy  Council directed that thirty-five gentlemen of
"the Popish Religion," who had been committed into the custody of
the Constable of the Castle of Dublin under a previous order, should
be enlarged on entering  into   recognisances of 2OOo/.  each with
sufficient security.    Anaongst those confined were two knights, ten
colonels, three other officers, a barrister, and a doctor.  (Miscellaneous
Papers prior to 1760 in P.R.O. of Ireland.)

31 The allusion is to the principal character in Dryden's comedy,
**Sk Martin Mar-all or The Feigned Innocence."s Lord Lieutenant
